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The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle  By Avi
Homework:
1st Week:
Complete Pre-reading Questions
Read pages 1-75
Reading Comprehension Questions 1-15
Vocabulary Crossword

Essay outline

2nd Week:

Read pages 76-148
 Reading Comprehension Questions 16-23
Critical Thinking Question #2
Research Question #2
Essay Outline #2
3rd Week:
Read pages 149-221
 Reading Comprehension Questions 24-25
Critical Thinking Question #2

Research Question #2

Essay Outline #2

4th Week:
Write Essay
Study for vocabulary and comprehension test
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Pre-reading:
1.  What do you learn from looking at the front of the cover and from the title?

2.  What do you learn about the characters and setting from reading the back of the book?

3.  What do you understand about the word “justice”?  Can you think of a time when justice didn’t prevail?

4.  What characterizes a book as an adventure story?

Vocabulary:
Week One

Idle (1)

Transpire (1)

Ardent (2)

Eminent (2)

Lark (3)

Delegated (7)

Oblige (7)

Agog (8)

Quell (9)

Loathsome (9)

Reticule (11)

Commendation (11)

Suppress (11)

Waning (12)

Docile (13)

Prevailed (13)

Gesticulated (14)

Amiss (14)

Construed (15)

**Save (17)

Permeated (18)

Stifle (21)

Adjacent (23)

Trepidation (23)

Incomprehensible (26)

Unrelenting (28)

Reprieve (32)

Impertinence (42)

Slanderous (42)

Presumptuous (46)

Stinting (46)

Punctilious (47)

Dexterous (55)

Reluctantly (56)

Submissive (62)

Fathom (63)

Tranquility (66)

Disembarkation (67)

Naïve (69)

Week 2:

Stowaway (82)
Surmise (83)
Scrutiny (84)
Livid (94)
Palpable (97)
Isolated (107)
Restitution (122)
Nil (129)
Caucused (129)
Demotion (131)
Concoct (139)
Taut (141)

Maelstrom (141)
Chaos (142)
Vain (142)
Lopsided (143)
Clamber (143)
Impeding (143)
Dumbfounded (146)
Abated (148)

Equanimity (148)
Week 3:

Perplexity (160)

Commences (165)

Emerged (166)

Verdict (177)

Copiously (179)

Apparition (185)

Anticipation (190)

Urgency (192)

Detained (193)

Meddle (198)

Renounce (201)

Inexplicable (207)

Morosely (207)

Jovial (208)

Memento (209)

Fatigued (214)

Contradict (214)

Impertinent (215)

Timidity (215)

Rubbish (218)

Complied (219)

Week 1 assignment: Word Search
Directions:  Complete the following word search by matching the definitions with the words above.  When you are finished find the word in the book and write the sentence from the book.  After that, create your own sentence using the word.

Week 2 assignment: Fill in the blanks
Directions:  Look up the definitions (note the part of speech for each word).  Write the definitions of the word on the worksheet.  After that, read the sentences and fill in the blank with the correct word.

Week 3 assignment: Magic Square
Directions:  Match the definition in the right column with the word in the left column.  Match the number of the definition with the letter in the magic square.  If you have correctly matched the words with the definitions, you will form a magic square.  That is, the number total will be the same for each row across and each column down the answer box.  This total forms with puzzle’s “magic number.”

Week One Vocabulary Activity
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Across

1. to imagine, understand, or comprehend

3. to restrict or limit

4. to decrease in strength or intensity

6. peacefulness; calm

9. determined to persist; not giving up

12. triumph; to be victorious over

13. highly excited by eagerness, curiosity, or anticipation

14. an attitude characterized by being bold or forward; arrogant

15. to go ashore from a ship

16. high in rank; distinguished; noteworthy

17. obedient to an authority

19. unsophisticated; lacking experience or worldly knowledge

21. to do away with; to stop

22. notworking or active; doing nothing

24. a small purse or bag

25. unable to be understood

27. praising

28. to make or use gestures

29. to pass into or through every part of

32. lying near, close to

33. to put an end to; extinguish

34. easily managed or handle; teachable

35. skillful in using your hands or body

Down

2. to occur; happen; take place

3. false statements about someone that hurts their reputation

5. to do a favor; accommodate

7. with fear and hesitation

8. to relieve temporarily

10. except

11. feeling of hatred; repulsive

17. to end or withhold

18. to give responsibility for a task; to represent

20. intense or strong feeling; devote

23. innocent or good natured mischief; something easily accomplished

25. disrespectful; impropriety

26. interpretation; explanation

29. strict; formal

30. unwilling; with hesitation

31. wrongly; out of the right or proper course, order or condition.

Answers to crossword:

fathom to imagine, understand, or comprehend

unrelenting determined to persist; not giving up

commendation praising

tranquility peacefulness; calm

punctilious strict; formal

save except

prevailed triumph; to be victorious over

disembarkation to go ashore from a ship

amiss wrongly; out of the right or proper course, order or condition.

docile easily managed or handle; teachable

loathsome feeling of hatred; repulsive

waning to decrease in strength or intensity

impertinence disrespectful; impropriety

oblige to do a favor; accommodate

transpire to occur; happen; take place

dexterous skillful in using your hands or body

reluctantly unwilling; with hesitation

permeated to pass into or through every part of

trepidation with fear and hesitation

adjacent lying near, close to

incomprehensible unable to be understood

gesticulated to make or use gestures

eminent high in rank; distinguished; noteworthy

quell to put an end to; extinguish

stinting to restrict or limit

submissive obedient to an authority

presumptuous an attitude characterized by being bold or forward; arrogant

agog highly excited by eagerness, curiosity, or anticipation

delegated to give responsibility for a task; to represent

slanderous false statements about someone that hurts their reputation

suppress to do away with; to stop

ardent intense or strong feeling; devote

reticule a small purse or bag

reprieve to relieve temporarily

construed interpretation; explanation

lark innocent or good natured mischief; something easily accomplished

idle notworking or active; doing nothing

naive unsophisticated; lacking experience or worldly knowledge

stifle to end or withhold

Week 2:  Definitions and fill in the blanks

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

7. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

8. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

9. ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

10. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

11. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

12. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

13. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

14. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

15. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

16. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

17. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

18. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

19. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

20. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

21. __________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Week 2:  Sentences

1.  I have always been surprised by my dad’s equanimity during tough times.  However, my mom is usually very emotional and gets easily stressed in unexpected or difficult situations.

2.  Peter often gets angry in the maelstrom of early morning traffic if he hasn’t had his morning coffee. 

3.  The young child told a palpable lie to his mother.  Even though she knew he was lying she didn’t confront him about his lie.

4.  The stowaway hid on the boat until he knew the boat was docked at the harbor and he could safely sneak off the boat.

5.  The group that was planning to overthrow the leader caucused in a secret place to discuss their final arrangements.

6.  The girl clambered out her window on the second floor of the house while fighting off the sharp branches from the tree when she was sneaking out of her room in the middle of the night.

7.  The sailors waited until the storm abated before they put up the sails and moved forward.

8.  Once the teacher left the room the class seemed to break into chaos because they did not know what to do.

9.  After the girl moved to a new neighborhood, she didn’t have any friends to play with so she felt lonely and isolated.

10.  Although his mother did not see the little boy break the window with the baseball, she surmised that he did because she had seen him outside trying to hit the baseball for over an hour.

11.  After becoming bankrupt they had nil.  Everything was taken away from them.

12.  When the woman was trying to hang pictures, she couldn’t make one of them straight, it kept looking lopsided.

13.  The vain teenager looked in his handheld mirror every five minutes to check his hair.

14.  The gentleman went to court for restitution.  He felt as though the businessman had been unfair and he wanted repayment.

15.  The little boy was told that if he tied tin cans at both ends of a string and pulled the string taut, the tin cans would serve as a telephone and he could hear the other person speaking.

16.  The manager received a demotion because of his poor performance and returned to his former position as a sales clerk.

17.  The employer was livid when he discovered an employee had cost him hundreds of dollars because of a careless mistake.

18.  Sally was dumbfounded by her best friend’s betrayal.  She thought she would never do anything of that sort.

19.  The student’s talking was impeding the teacher’s instructions to the class because it was distracting many students and made it difficult to hear him.

20.  The judge’s close scrutiny of the situation showed him no evidence to declare the man guilty.

21.  At camp, children often creatively concoct fun plans to trick other campers in different cabins.

Reading Comprehension:
Week 1:

1.  What does the narrator mean when she says, “And though I have kept my name, I am not—for reasons you will soon discover—the same Charlotte Doyle”?

The narrator is saying that the event she is about to relate is a pivotal moment in her life that changed her from the person she was to the person she currently is.  She is still Charlotte Doyle, but this event changed her.
2.  Who is Mr. Grummage?  What is his relationship to Charlotte?  What is he like?

Mr. Grummage was the man delegated by her father to make all of the final arrangements for Charlotte’s return to America.  Before he picked her up to go to the ship, Charlotte had not previously known him.  Mr. Grummage is a very sterile businessman sort of guy.  He is very formal and task oriented.  He is more concerned about getting the job done that Mr. Doyle had given him than about caring for Charlotte herself.
3.  What is the name of Charlotte’s ship?  Where is the ship going?  Who is the captain?

Charlotte’s ship was named the Seahawk.  The ship is going to America.  The captain of the ship is Captain Jaggery.
4.  Describe some details about the appearance of the Seahawk.

The most prominent description of the Seahawk is the figurehead on the bowsprit that is a pale white seahawk.  It also had two masts.
5.  What does Charlotte think about traveling alone?  What does Mr. Grummage say about her travelling alone?

Charlotte thought that she would be traveling with another family with a child her age, but they did not show up.  She didn’t like the idea of being alone, especially after Mr. Keetch said some ominous words to her about how she shouldn’t be here.  Mr. Grummage, since he is mostly concerned with completing the task of getting her on the boat that’s headed for America, seemed unconcerned with her discomfort of being alone.  He said “Miss Doyle, being upon a ship with the full complement of captain and crew could hardly be construed as traveling alone.” (pg. 15)
6.  Who is Mr. Keetch?  What does he think about Charlotte coming with them?

Mr. Keetch is Captain Jaggery’s second mate on the Seahawk.  Mr. Keetch suggested to Charlotte that she find another passage to America.  He tried to change her mind about coming with them.
7.  What is Zachariah like?  What does he suggest to Charlotte?

Zachariah is a kind black man that is a cook on the Seahawk.  He helps to acclimatize Charlotte to the ship.  He suggests to Charlotte that he and she become friends. 
8.  What is the dirk?  How did Charlotte get it?  Why did he say she needed it?

The dirk is a knife that Zachariah gave to Charlotte.  Zachariah said suggested that she would need this  knife because a ship is its own nation, a nation in which the captain was everything: sheriff, judge and jury (page 38).  He suggests that she will need protection while on the ship, primarily from Captain Jaggery, and offers his friendship and the knife as a means of protection.
9.  What is Zachariah’s opinion of Captain Jaggery?  Why does he think like this?

Zachariah does not like Captain Jaggery because he is a harsh and unfair man.  He thinks this because of what Captain Jaggery did to Mr. Cranick.  He cut off Mr. Cranick’s arm because he did not tie a knot correctly.
10.  Why did most men stay away from Captain Jaggery’s boat?  Why did the crew from his previous trip come back to work for him?

Although Captain Jaggery “has his reputation for fast crossings to keep up, speeds that bring ripe profits”, other men were warned to stay away.  The former crew returned to get revenge on Captain Jaggery for how he treated them.
11.  What is the understanding that Captain Jaggery and Charlotte have?

Captain Jaggery tells Charlotte that, at times, he may seem harsh with the sailors and they may require a little bullying like dumb beasts.  However, he tells her it is important for him to be harsh in order to maintain order in the ship.  Charlotte can come to him if she is concerned about anything that happens on the ship.
12.  What does Captain Jaggery ask of Charlotte?

Captain Jaggery asks Charlotte to be his eyes and ears for him while she is among the crew.  He asks her to be on the look out for a round robin.
13.  What is does a round robin mean?

A round robin is a sign of a crew’s mutiny.  A round robin will show the men involved in the mutiny but no one is on top so that no one is the one leader of the mutiny; they are all in it together.
14.  What is a brig?  Why do you think Captain Jaggery won’t sail without one?

A brig is a prison aboard the ship.  Captain Jaggery won’t sail without one because he is a “punctilious” man that demands order.  As she has heard from Zachariah, he is harsh when doling out punishments.
15.  What did Charlotte see in the room when she was digging through her chest?  What did she think it was?

While she was digging through her chest she saw a person’s head.  She thought that it was just a carving of some sort.
16.  What is Charlotte’s life like aboard the Seahawk?  Does she like it that way?

Charlotte’s life aboard the Seahawk is dull because she has a lot of idle time. The high point of her day is tea with the captain.  Other than that she just roams about the ship.  She does not like her life this way because she is bored.
Week 2

17.  Where did Charlotte go that she did not feel as though she’d be welcomed?  Why did she go there?  What did she see there?

Charlotte went to the forecastle.  She went there because she was going to get a new needle for Ewing on deck.  When she went inside she saw an entirely unkempt room, however, the most significant thing she saw was the pistol in Ewing’s trunk.  Captain Jaggery had bragged earlier that he was the only man with firearms on the boat.  Also, she saw a round robin written on a piece of paper on the table.  Captain Jaggery had told her to be her eyes and ears on the boat and Charlotte was conflicted about what to do with the information.  
18.  Who was the stowaway?  How did Charlotte recognize him?

The stowaway was Mr. Cranick.  Charlotte recognized him from the amputated arm.
19.  Who did Captain Jaggery pick for taking the punishment for the crew’s mutiny?

Captain Jaggery picked Zachariah for the punishment.
20.  What did Fisk tell Charlotte that Zachariah said of Charlotte?

Fisk said that Zachariah told her “Oh, Miss Doyle believes in honor.  She’s the very soul of justice.”  She said this when she was trying to apologize to them and gain the crews favor.
21.  How did Charlotte try to make up for her mistake?  What was the crew’s response to this?  What did they want her to do to test her?

They wanted her to climb up the main mast.  They wanted her to prove that she was serious about being part of the crew.  She climbed all the way and gained the crew’s respect.  
22.  How do the crewmen compare as teachers to those Charlotte had at the Barrington School for Better Girls?

They helped her and worked with her to guide her past the mortal dangers that lurked in every task.  The crew was far more patient with all of her repeated errors than the teachers at Barrington School for Better Girls and she thought the content of what she learned was less (penmanship, spelling and ancient authors of morality) at the school, but the content taught by the crew involved real risks.
23.  What does Barlow tell Charlotte is a sign of a storm coming?  What kind of storm is it?

Charlotte saw a red bird perched on a branch and Barlow said that bird was from the Caribbean, 1,000 miles off.  They call it the “blood bird” because it is driven by the storm.  It was a hurricane that was coming.
24.  What were Mr. Hollybrass and Captain Jaggery arguing about?  Who saw the argument?

Mr. Hollybrass and Captain Jaggery were arguing about whether or not they should steer into the storm or avoid it.  Charlotte and Zachariah both saw this argument.
Week 3
25.  What was “the old sailor’s trick” Charlotte found out about while in the brig?

The old sailor’s trick that Charlotte found out about was that men who did not have the captain’s favor would pretend to be dead and they would fill the hammock that would be thrown overboard with something other than the sailor’s body.  While the sailors threw the full hammock overboard, the sailor was safely hiding away.
26.  What is Charlotte accused of?  Who is accusing her?  Does she think the crew believes she is innocent?

Charlotte is accused of murder by Captain Jaggery.  The crew doesn’t seem to believe that she is innocent however, it also seems as though they are frightened to stand up against Captain Jaggery.
27.  How does Charlotte’s view of Mr. Keetch change?  What did she think of him before?  Was there really a change in Mr. Keetch or was he pretending?

Earlier Mr. Keetch seemed like a very strange and unwelcoming.  When she first met him, he told her she was unwelcome on the Seahawk.  Now, Mr. Keetch says that she has proved him wrong more than once and he honors her for that.  The reader finds out later that he was really pretending, and the whole time he was reporting to Captain Jaggery.
28.  How did Captain Jaggery know Charlotte was going to his room for the key to the muskets?

Captain Jaggery knew Charlotte was going to his room because Mr. Keetch told him. Mr. Keetch has been keeping Jaggery informed about the crew.
29.  Why did Captain Jaggery accuse Charlotte of murder?  Who really killed Mr. Hollybrass?

Captain Jaggery really killed Mr. Hollybrass.   He accused Charlotte because her behavior while on the boat was unnatural and people were likely to believe she did it.  He also needed to maintain order and be established as the master of the ship.
30.  What are the three choices Captain Jaggery gives Charlotte while in his room?

1. Continue the plan as Zachariah had concocted, but the world will soon know her part in it.  This will bring disgrace upon her family.
2. Put on the clothes she had set aside, resume her station and publicly renounce her ways before the crew, begging for Captain Jaggery’s mercy.  

3. Accept the verdict and be hanged.  Captain Jaggery will invent a story for her family.
31.  Charlotte writes, “Captain in name perhaps, but not in practice.” (206)  Describe the events around this line.  What does this line mean?

Captain Jaggery was killed and Charlotte became the captain of the boat.  She felt as though this was a position she did not fulfill.  Most of the crew had to tell her how to do her job.
32.  What is the meaning of Zachariah’s profound quote,” A sailor chooses the wind that takes the ship from a safe port.  Ah, yes, but once you’re aboard, as you have seen, winds have a mind of their own.  Be careful, Charlotte, careful of the wind you choose.”?

This quote pertains to the unpredictability of life.  Similarly, when you set out on a journey you have a direction you would like to travel, but you cannot be certain of the unexpected winds that may buffet the boat and change directions or impede the journey.
33.  How long did the voyage take?

Two months
34.  What does Charlotte request of Mary and Bridget?  Do they oblige (agree to do it)?

Charlotte requests that Mary and Bridget call her Charlotte instead of miss.  They do not agree to it, because they say it is her father that is their employer and although she would like it her father would not.
35.  What did her father do with the journal?  What was his response to what was written?  What did she do with the books given to her while in her room?

Her father burnt her journal in the fireplace.  He thought that she created these fantasy stories about her travels on the boat.    He commanded her to speak not a word of it to anyone.  While in her room she used the blank pages, the margins, title pages to secretly write down what had happened during the journey in order to remember the details in her mind.

36.  Why did Charlotte decide to join the crew?
Answers may vary.  Example:  Charlotte’s life back at home with her father and mother was constricting.  She had tasted the freedom that comes with unrefined types of people and longed for more of that freedom.  She was also influenced by Zachariah, his profound quote and his life story about leaving home to become a sailor.

Critical Thinking:

1.  Foreshadowing if when a character’s feelings or the events in the story give the reader a hint about future events that will happen in the story.  What do you think the foreshadowing in the beginning of the shows about the events to come?

2.  Captain Jaggery had told Charlotte that there would be times it appeared as though he was treating the crew very harsh.  In the cases of Mr. Cranick and Zachariah Captain Jaggery would say that he was treating the crew in a just manner.  Would you say that Captain Jaggery is a man of justice or are his punishments unfair?  Why or why not?

3.  Compare and contrast the differences between Charlotte’s life aboard the boat with the crew and life with her wealthy family.  You may be able to find more differences than similarities.  Consider how being wealthy or poor affects people differently.  What are your own stereotypes about people at these different economic levels?

Research Questions:  (Cite ALL sources!)

1.  Research what life would be like on a boat like the Seahawk.  What kinds of preparation would the sailors have to do before the ship left port?  Describe the living conditions on the boat.  You may use Charlotte’s description of the boat that she is sailing on.

2.  How have punishments changed since Charlotte’s time?  For example, when a prisoner is given the death penalty now, they use lethal injection; however, they used to use the electric chair and hangings instead.  Think of some more punishments that were used.  Also, consider how punishments are different now between various countries.

3.  Charlotte decided to leave her station as a wealthy girl to become a sailor.  Find a biography of a person that decided to join a lower social class.  

Essay Questions: 

1.  Narrative writing:  Create a plot diagram of your own adventure story.  Make sure you have a clear beginning middle and ending.  The events that you put on your diagram should move the plot of the story along.  They should not be details.  Remember to have a clear problem in the beginning and solution to the problem you addressed in the beginning at the end of your story.

2.  Descriptive Journal:  Create a journal of a sailor’s life.  Using the information in the book and your imagination describe a sailor’s journey.  This should be a description of the events and the settings around the sailor on the boat.

3.  Evaluate Charlotte Doyle’s choice to join the crew.  Would you have made the same choice as her?  In your essay, your introduction should remind the reader of Charlotte’s decision and tell whether or not you agreed with her.  You should also include a brief statement of your reasons.  Your body paragraphs should be your reasons why you would or would not have joined the crew.  Your conclusion should remind the reader about what your decision is and why you believe it should be that way.

Week One
Narrative Writing:  Create a plot diagram of your own adventure story.  Make sure you have a clear beginning middle and ending.  The events that you put on your diagram should move the plot of the story along.  They should not be details.  Remember to have a clear problem in the beginning and solution to the problem you addressed in the beginning at the end of the story.






